
TheProposal

1.ThesocialpictureoftheplayTheProposal.

Literatureisnodoubtlyamediatoknowtheactivitiesofasociety.Anton

Chekhov'scontributionTheProposalissuchamediathroughwhichwehavebecomewitness

ofthesocialpictureofRussiansociety.Theplaywrighthasveryskillfullydrawnthepictureof

socio-economicconditionofRussiain19thcentury.Inthatfeudalsocietylandlesspeasants

wereundertheownerslikeChubukov,LomovandNatalya.Propertyandwealthwherethemost

importantconditionsformarriage.Peoplewouldmarryonlytomaintainsocialstatusandto

heightentheeconomiccondition.Therewasnoimportanceoflove,emotionsandfeelings.

Fatherconsideredhisdaughterasaliability.Upperclasseswouldhaveentertainmentinhunting,

drinking,wine,racingdogsgoingtoball,etc.Theyneverhesitatedtoexploitthelowerclasses.

Thoughthethenpeopleweregentle,theyneverhesitatedtoquarreloveratriflethingof

propertyandevendogs.

2.DescribethecharacterofLomov

IvanvassilievitchLomovisayoungunmarriedlandownerofthirtyfive.Heis

introducedaslargeandheartybutsuspicious.HecomeswithaproposalofmarriagetoNatalya.

Thereisahiddenpurposebehindthemarriageproposal.LomovcalculatesthatHehasalready

reachedacriticalage.NatalyaisgoodinhousekeepingandisnotbadlookingThemarriage

willserveaneconomicpurposebyexpandinghislandownership.Hesuffersfrom palpitations.

Heisveryselfishandargumentative.HecomestoproposetoNatalyabutstartsquarrelling

withherovertriflecauseslikeOxenMeadowsandpetdogs.Stressoftheseargumentscauses

hispalpitations,numbnessinthelegandeventualcollapse.Atlastdespiteamajorpanicattack,

hemanagestoproposeandwithsomehelpfrom Chubukovtheproposalisaccepted.

3.DescribethecharacterofChubukov

IntheplayTheProposalStephenStepanovitchChubukovisasensiblebutcunning

landlord.Healwaystriestoprotecthispropertyandaristocracy.Hehasa25yearsold

daughterNatalya.Sheisabeautifulandwelleducatedhousekeeper.Likearesponsiblefather,

hetriesforhisdaughter'smarriage.Helikeslomovashisson-in-lawbecauseheisawealthy

groom.HebecomespleasedwhenLomovexpresseshiswishtomarryNatalya.Innowayhe

wantstoloseLomovthoughhetakeshisdaughtersideintheargumentovertheOxen

Meadowsandpetdogs.Hefeelsrelievedfrom theeconomicandsocialresponsibilityofa

grownupdaughterwhenheputsLomov'shandintohisdaughter'shand.



4.SketchthecharacterofNatalyaintheplayTheProposal.

Ans: IntheplayTheProposalthegreatRussianplaywrightAntonChekhovhasvery

carefullycharacterizedthecharacterofNatalya.Thistwentyfiveyearoldwoman,thedaughter

ofChubukovwasagoodhousekeeperandeducated.Shewasalsonotbadlooking.Thesewere

thereasonsforthatLomovwantedtomarryher.ShewasveryinquisitiveaboutLomov'sformal

eveningdress.Shewasalsogreedyandweakatprediction.Natalyawasreallyatouchyand

shorttemperedwoman.ShewasalsofondofgossiporargumentevenoverownershipofOxen

Meadowsandthesuperiorityofdog.Shewasreallya'lovesickcat'.ShesecretlylovedLomov.

ThatiswhywhenshecametoknowthatLomovcametoproposeher,shestartedweeping.She

becameveryhappywhenherfatherannouncedherengagementwithLomov.Aboveallwemay

saythatNatalyaisaninterestingcharacterintheplayTheProposal.


